THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

commanded extra price in the market In 1786
Washington asserted that his flour was " equal, I
believe, in quality to any made in this country/'
and the Mount Vernon brand was of such value that
some money was made by buying outside wheat
and grinding it into flour. The coopers of the es-
tate made the barrels in which it was packed, and
Washington's schooner carried it to market

The estate had its own shoemaker, and in time a
staff of weavers was trained. Before this was ob-
tained, in 1760, though with only a modicum of the
force he presently had, Washington ordered from
London "450 ells of Osnabrig, 4 pieces of Brown
Wools, 350 yards of Kendall Cotton, and too yards
of Dutch blanket." By 1768 he was manufacturing
the chief part of his requirements, for in that year
his weavers produced eight hundred and fifteen and
three-quarter yards of linen, three hundred and sixty-
five and one-quarter yards of woollen, one hundred
and forty-four yards of linsey, and forty yards of
cotton, or a total of thirteen hundred and sixty-five
and one-half yards, one man and five negro girls
having been employed. When once the looms were
well organized an infinite variety of cloths was pro-
duced, the accounts mentioning " striped woollen,
woolen plaided, cotton striped, linen, wool-birdseye,
cotton filled with wool, linsey, M.'s & O/s, cotton-
India dimity, cotton jump stripe, linen filled with
tow, cotton striped with silk, Roman M., Janes
twilled, huccabac, broadcloth, counterpain, birdseye
diaper, Kirsey wool, barragon, fustian, bed-ticking,
herring-box, and shalloon/'ion could not been a
